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Meet the new

elected of cers

Terry Barber, MD, will be-
come the new president of
Ohio AAP beginning July 1.
Robert
Frenck, MD,
Cincinnati,
will continue
as Delegate-at-
Large.

Newly
elected offi-
cers include:
Gerald Tiberio, MD, Zanes-
ville, as president-elect. He
has been a practicing pedia-
trician for 30 years.

Nationally he has served as
District V CATCH Facilita-
tor, recently completing his
term as chair of the CATCH
program.

He has been active at the
chapter level as well, ser-
ving as treasurer of both the
Chapter and the Ohio AAP
Foundation.

Gerald Tiberio, MD

Judith Romano, MD, Mar-
tins Ferry, Ohio AAP treas-
urer, has been
in general
pediatrics
practice for 18
years.

She has
served as an

officer and

committee Judy Romano, MD

See Officers...on page 18

Green eggs & ham served
at Breakfast for Books

Breakfast For Books, a
fundraiser for Reach Out
and Read Ohio, raised more
than $18,000 for the early
literacy program on Friday,
May 30 at the Fawcett Cen-
ter in Columbus. Nearly 120
people were treated to a
breakfast of green eggs and
ham in honor of The Ohio
State University Head Men s
Basketball Coach, Thad
Matta, reading Dr. Seuss
classic Green Eggs and Ham.

Reach Out and Read
(ROR) is a national early
literacy program that pro-
vides books to low-income
children at their well-child
visits from 6 months to 5

years of age, as well as
providing advice and gui-
dance to parents about the
importance of reading and
reading aloud. The goal of
ROR is for children to grow
up with books and a love of
reading.

John Duby, MD, president of
the Ohio AAP Foundation and
ROR physician advocate, was the
keynote speaker addressing not
just early literacy, but how liter-
acy can take you places you have
never been.

Columbus Education Associa-
tion staff consultant, Tracey
Johnson, shared her story about

Thad Matta, The Ohio State University
Head Men s Basketball Coach, with assis-
tance from his daughters Ali and Emily
read Green Eggs and Ham at the second
annual Breakfast for Books fundraiser for
Reach Out and Read Ohio.

growing up in a Cincinnati ghetto
and how reading showed her
there was more than the two ce-
ment blocks that made up her
yard. Through the encourage-
ment of her first grade teacher,
who rewarded Tracey with books,
she could be anything, and
that all that | wanted to know
could be found in the pages of

See Breakfast...on page 4
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Legislative Update

L egislature not planning to return
until after November e ection

After tackling a variety of pol-
icy priorities ranging from regu-
latory restructuring for electricity
to payday lending restrictions,
the Ohio Legislature wrapped up
its work in early June and began
summer recess where legislators
will focus more time campaign-
ing in their districts. Although
the calendar for the second half
of the year has not yet been set,
the Legislature, most likely, will
not return until after the Novem-
ber election.

What follows is an update on
the bills of interest to Ohio AAP
that have seen activity in recent
weeks:

HOUSE BILL 320 BOOSTER
SEAT REQUIREMENTS

Ohio AAP continues to support
HB 320, legislation sponsored by
Rep. Shannon Jones to require
booster seats for children be-
tween the ages of 4 and 8 years
and those under 4-feet, 9-inches
tall. The bill reached a signi cant
milestone on April 30, 2008, pass-
ing out of the House with a vote
of 85-10.

Ohio AAP and the Boost Ohio
Kids Coalition will be working
hard to gain favorable support
for the bill in the Ohio Senate
when the Legislature returns this
fall. Please look for Ohio AAP
action alerts on this issue and be
ready to tell your legislators
about the importance of booster
seats!
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HB 456 HEALTH CARE
ACCESS

Rep. Jim Raussen (R-Spring-
dale) recently released a scaled-
down version of his bill that at-
tempts to address problems in
Ohio of accessing quality health
care. Of interest to pediatricians,
the new version of the bill in-
cludes the school nutrition and
wellness provisions from Rep.
Jon Peterson s bill, HB 254.
Robert Murray, MD, director of
Nationwide Children s Hospi-
tal s Center for Healthy Weight
and Nutrition and a professor of
pediatrics at The Ohio State Uni-
versity College of Medicine, has
been instrumental in crafting and
advocating for the provisions in
HB 254.

The bill also maintains a provi-
sion that was in the original bill
that requires chronic care man-
agement of certain health condi-
tions, including mental health
care, for public employee bene-

ts programs.

The bill reworks the idea of a

reinsurance pool for unin-
sureds in Ohio with a more fa-
miliar proposal of a high risk
pool for those who are unable to
obtain insurance off the market.
The most controversial issues
related to high risk pool propo-
sals is funding it. In the past,

provider taxes have been men-
tioned. This substitute version of
the bill funds the program with
the rst $5 million from the an-
nual franchise tax on the privi-

lege of being an insurance com-
pany. However, many speculate
that the high risk pool proposed
in the budget is substantially
under-funded and we anticipate
that the discussion on a provider
tax is not over!

Finally, the bill creates a health
insurance credit program that
allows Medicaid consumers to
purchase insurance from the pri-
vate market.

Although Rep. Raussen would
like to see the main provisions of
the bill enacted this General As-

See L egidlation...on page 22
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Presidents’ Messages

Coming to the end
of ajourney

| can t believe that | am coming to
the end of my two years as president
of the Ohio AAP. The time has pass-
ed so quickly. I want to thank every-
one that has helped make the Ohio
AAP the outstanding chapter that it
is. I want to thank all of the of cers
who have helped in innumerable
ways. | also want to thank all of our

committees and their chairs. Com-  william Cotton, MD
mittee activity is the core of Chap-

ter success. | also don t want to forget to thank our
executive director and the rest of the staff. This is a
hard working group of people who do an incredible
job. Last of all | want to thank our members. Our
members are the Ohio AAP.

As | reminisce about my presidency, | think back to
the beginning of my term. Several times during our
Ohio AAP board meetings two books were referen-
ced. One of these books was Bowling Alone by socio-
logist Robert D. Putnam. This book is a study or re-
port on changing society. One of the main observa-
tions is that starting in the 1950s people were no
longer participating in group/social activity. They no
longer participated in the social activity of bowling
leagues, but were bowling alone. This doesn t just
apply to bowling leagues but applies to many activi-
ties, including civic and professional organizations
such as Ohio AAP. Something has happened in our
society to get people not to be involved.

Another book that was discussed was Tipping Point
by Malcolm Gladwell. This book discussed how a hot
idea gains momentum and then somehow becomes a
fad. How little things can make a big difference. This
doesn t just apply to such things as fashion fads, but
also to social groups and movements. A social group
with good ideas and connections can gain momen-
tum and make something happen.

As | entered my term we were working on great
new ideas and also riding the wave of some excep-
tional programs and projects that were already under

See Cotton...on page 22
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Embarking on new
adventures

Have you ever been sailing?

It takes a lot of preparation. A
well-equipped, soundly structured
boat is only as good as its crew.
Efforts are wasted unless the
charted course is adjusted for the
current and wind changes that
challenge successful arrival at your
destination. If you weather the
storm and stay the course the
journey becomes as ful lling as
your nal docking.

This metaphor describes the current status of the
Ohio Chapter of the AAP. Dr. Bill Cotton has cap-
tained our organization with incredible skill and
spirited us through uncharted waters with smooth
sailing. But he Il agree that success comes through
the dedication of our crew the of ce staff, our
consultants and coalition partners, and our mem-
bership and committee leaders.

However, there s still a long journey ahead of us,
so we search ways to fortify our ship in prepara-
tion. The fundamental infrastructure of the organi-
zation is sound. This provides the framework to re-
main exible and respond to the many challenges
that lie ahead.

This is illustrated through the work of our com-
mittees. They have provided expansive opportunity
for our members to move the Chapter forward. By
responding to the needs of our membership we al-
so have the exciting addition of the Young Physi-
cians and Residents Committee. We are reshaping
the Legislative Affairs Committee through the
creativity of the Pediatricians On Call initiative.
Currently, there is an aggressive effort to re-ener-
gize the Senior Committee. These are but a few ex-
amples of our commitment to serve our member s
evolving needs.

Furthermore, we recognize that pediatricians need
help with local and regional health-care challenges.
The Chapter endeavors to engage our members by

Terry Barber, MD

See Bar ber...on page 10
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Breakfast... from page 1

those books. She told me | could
go to far away places and become
anyone | wanted to be by just
reading a book. I could see be-
yond those cement blocks by
reading.

Dr. Duby continued with the
theme of where books can take
people, and finished by taking
the audience to Afghanistan and
Hawaii by reading excerpts from
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hos-
seini and Hawaii by James Mich-
ener.

From there, the audience, in-
cluding several children who
gathered by the stage, was taken
into the world of Dr. Seuss as
Coach Matta read Green Eggs and
Ham with special assistance from
his daughters, Ali and Emily.
Following the breakfast, Coach
Matta welcomed VIP attendees at
a meet-and-greet session, allow-
ing them to personalize and auto-
graph their copies of Dr. Seuss
famed book.

Not only was Breakfast For
Books successful in raising funds
to support ROR Ohio, but it was
also successful in raising aware-
ness for the program, the need for
early literacy promotion, and tak-
ing the audience on a new jour-
ney.

Currently, there are 121 ROR
sites in Ohio, serving 130,000
children, most of who are living
at or below the federal poverty
line. It is anticipated that ROR
sites will distribute more than
230,000 new, high quality books
in Ohio this year.

For more information, or to be-
come a ROR site, please contact
Coalition Leader, Heather Hall at
hhall@ohioaap.org.
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Following the
breakfast, Coach
Matta welcomed
VIP attendees at
a meet-and-greet
session, allow-
ing them to
personalize and
autograph their
copies of Dr.
Seuss Green
Eggs and Ham.

The Ohio AAP
Foundation fund-
raiser Breakfast
for Books raised
more than $18,000
for the early litera-
cy program on
Friday, May 30 at
the Fawcett Cen-
ter in Columbus.
Attendees enjoyed
a breakfast of
green eggs and
ham.

Columbus Education Association
staff consultant, Tracey Johnson,
shared her story about growing up
in a Cincinnati ghetto and how
reading showed her there was
more than the two cement blocks
that made up her yard.

Several children (and parents)
gathered by the stage to be taken
into the world of Dr. Seuss as
Coach Matta and his daughters
read from Green Eggs and Ham at
the Breakfast For Books Fund-
raiser for Reach Out and Read
Ohio.

www.ohioaap.org
































































